
Gospel Reading   -   Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 

Lk 12:13-21 
Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, 

“Teacher, tell my brother to share the inheritance with me.” 

He replied to him, 

“Friend, who appointed me as your judge and arbitrator?” 

Then he said to the crowd, 

“Take care to guard against ALL GREED, 

for though one may be rich, 

one’s life does not consist of possessions.” 

 

Then he told them a parable. 

“There was a rich man whose land produced a bountiful harvest. 

He asked himself, ‘What shall I do, 

for I do not have space to store my harvest?’ 

And he said, ‘This is what I shall do: 

I shall tear down my barns and build larger ones. 

There I shall store all my grain and other goods 

and I shall say to myself, “Now as for you, 

you have so many good things stored up for many years, 

rest, eat, drink, be merry!”’ 

But God said to him, 

‘You fool, this night your life will be demanded of you; 

and the things you have prepared, to whom will they belong?’ 

Thus will it be for all who store up treasure for themselves 

but are not rich in what matters to God.” 

 

What's Really Important? 

What measures of success do we have? Why does society reduce success to material wealth, fame, 

or power? 

 

 

What is ALL GREED – Jesus is 

talking about? Wealth, power, 

pleasure, honor 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/12?13


 

What are your values? 

• The values we hold will dictate how we spend our time, talent and treasures and will 

determine where and with whom we will invest our spiritual, physical and emotional 

energy ; therefore, it is important to identify and when necessary, to adjust and reshape 

our values in order to keep them consonant with those mandated by the life of faith to 

which we have been called.  

• Through the vivid image of the dead rich man and his full storage bins left behind, 

believers are called to look at their own lies, their own “riches” and to evaluate their 

true needs and wants.  

 

This Chart shows that our basic wants and needs have tremendously increased in 

just 100 years of time. The things we might worry about have gone far beyond the 

mere food, drink and clothing that Jesus spoke about. 

Commentary from Father John Thornhill  

The parable of Jesus, with which Luke begins, underlines the false sense of 

security brought by possessions. The wealthy farmer is not portrayed as being 

wicked. In fact, worldly wisdom would be inclined to say that he should be 

commended for his foresight. But in God’s eyes, Jesus bluntly tells us, he is a fool. 

The emptiness of his life is clear in the end – when God’s call comes – he has 



nothing that he can call his own. It is not what we have, but what we are that 

matters! 

Because possessions are so important for our welfare and our families, this is not an easy 

lesson to learn. Paul’s warning in today’s reading from Colossians – reinforces the lesson of the 

parable.  

Col 3:1-5, 9-11 (Second Reading) 
Brothers and sisters: 

If you were raised with Christ, seek what is above, 

where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 

Think of what is above, not of what is on earth. 

For you have died, 

and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 

When Christ your life appears, 

then you too will appear with him in glory. 

 

Put to death, then, the parts of you that are earthly: 

immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, 

and the greed that is idolatry. 

Stop lying to one another, 

since you have taken off the old self with its practices 

and have put on the new self, 

which is being renewed, for knowledge, 

in the image of its creator. 

Here there is not Greek and Jew, 

circumcision and uncircumcision, 

barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; 

but Christ is all and in all. 

In listing the kinds of conduct that are incompatible with our new life in Christ, he warns 

especially against GREED, which is the same thing as worshipping a false god. The 

comparison is a forceful one. The unbalanced pursuit of material things, he says, can take 

possession of a person, so that their life is built on a lie. Jesus concludes his parable with the 

same thought: make yourselves rich in the sight of God – set your heart on what 

really matters: recognize what it is that you will take with you into eternal life.  

 

• How does 2nd reading to the Colossians & Gospel reading speak to you?  

• How do we learn to balance our faith, job responsibilities, family life and 

eternal salvation? (It is not easy – is it!) 

 

Francis Chan Rope Illustration – You Tube (6 min.) 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Colossians/3?1


 
Notes from Bishop Barron’s Sermon  

The attitude of detachment & generosity   

• Take it in – Let it go 

• None of the things of the World last – so if I cling to them – they 

disappear  

• See them – appreciate them, and then let them go. 

• Wear the World lightly – stop clinging to it – cultivate an attitude of 

detachment 

• The rich main in the parable 

- This is someone caught in this addictive pattern 

- The more you cling to the goods of the World, the more you 

become imprisoned to them. 

• St Paul – 2nd reading to Colossians  

- It is the proper spiritual attitude of detachment. If my eyes are 

focused on Christ – that means – then I will know how to handle 

the goods of the World as they come to me.  

• Cardinal George of Chicago 

- “The only thing you take with you into the life to come, is what 

you’ve given away on earth.” 

 

 

Build up your treasures in 

Heaven, then you’ll find Joy 

 


